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could not remove them again, as Moses did; so that
the king might have perceived that which the ma-
gicians themselves acknowledged in the plague of
the lice, that it was the finger of God which only
could remove the plagues he brought.

The whole design of this remark is to show that
it was always the temper of mankind to demand a
sign or a miracle, to confirm any new advanced
doctrine, or any extraordinary mission, and to take
those miracles, when produced, for a full confirma-
tion.

This temper of the people, as it drove the magi-
cians to their shifts how to supply miracles to obtain
credit with the people, so it drove them beyond their
shifts too at last, and brought them to a confederacy
with the Devil for a supply of wonderfuls to delude
the people. They tell us of a certain sorcerer at
Antioch, who, for the confirmation of some particular
thing which he had affirmed to the people, to keep
up his credit with them, told them, that such an
evening he would cause fire to come down from
heaven, and that it should rest on the top of such a
certain hill in the sight of all the city.

Whether the cunning artist had found out any
composition by which to make artificial fireworks,
agreeable to what is done at this time or not, is not
certain; though it is most certain the art of making
gunpowder was not then known, nor for above a
thousand years afterwards: but for certain he caused
such a machine to mount in the air, unseen in the
dark of the evening, which then bursting, came down
again in a shower of fire, like the stars, as we call
them, which spread themselves and fall down, upon
the bursting of the tail of a rocket; and this so
amazed the people, that they believed afterwards
everything he said.

Thus Simon the sorcerer is said, by his diabolical
enchantments, to fly up in the air, and perform so